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Importance of the tactic
· Make scientific recourse accessible to groups of people affected by violent political / ethnic processes, as well as to NGOs and judicial systems.

· These processes are helpful in uncovering evidence regarding the illegal disappearance, torture and execution of people and the hiding of their bodies.

· The different specializations making up forensic sciences provide tools to help people learn the truth about what happened to their loved ones and to provide concrete evidence to the authorities of justice.
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Potential Groups
· Victims, family members and communities

· Non-Governmental Organizations

· Judicial System/Security Forces

· Investigative Commissions

· Universities
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What are Forensic Sciences?
· Any scientific discipline used in a medical-legal context can be part of Forensic Sciences.

· Medicine, Odontology, Radiology, Chemistry, Biology, Psychology and Anthropology are the most usual disciplines in the legal context.

· Living or dead human beings can be analyzed as can any object or element associated with them (projectiles, blood, semen, hair, clothing, etc.).
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Political context: Why the tactic is needed
· From the decade of the 60s until the present thousands of people have been sequestered, tortured and murdered as a consequence of processes of political and ethnic violence, as well as religious violence.

· States have been mainly responsible for these crimes, although insurgent groups have used these practices also.

· Once the violence is over and new political spaces open up, the need to investigate both what happened—especially to the victims—and to identify those responsible for these crimes generally becomes a key element in the transition. 
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Why the need for Forensics?
Investigating the Recent Past
· From 1974 to the present around 26 “Truth Commissions” have been created (on both national and international levels) around the world.

· Ad hoc Tribunals have also been set up in addition to using the ones already in existence to try those who violated human rights.
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Objectives/Characteristics
· Investigate violations of human rights and international humanitarian rights committed in the past.

· Look for common patterns.

· Ability to function for a limited period of time.

· Have official status.

· Produce a final report.

· Make recommendations.
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Some Truth Commissions
· Argent. (1983/4)      1976-83  Presiden.

· Chile (1990/1)          1973-90  Presiden.

· El Salv. (1992/3)      1980-91  UN. 

· Sudáfrica(1995/01) 1960-94  Presiden.

· Guatem.  (1997/99) 1962-96  UN

· Perú    (2001/2003) 1980-00  Presiden.
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Other mechanisms
· Ad hoc tribunals (Ex Yugoslavia/Rwanda)

· Permanent tribunals (International Penal Court)

· Local tribunals

· Special District Attorney’s Office (Mexico, Ethiopia)

· UN Investigative Commissions (Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights)

· Ombudsman 

· Parliamentary commissions

· Traditional processes (Rwanda, Gacaca)
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Forensic Sciences and Human Rights
· Search for marks of physical and psychological torture in the surviving victims.

· Perform autopsies on cadavers to establish the cause and manner of death.

· Exhume bodies from graves.

· Identify the human remains.
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Forensic investigations implemented by EEAF
· Forensic investigations are processes that go beyond just the technical aspects and have consequences in the Judicial, Psychological, Humanitarian, Economic and Political fields which must be taken into consideration and evaluated before beginning the work to be done.

· Planification of any procedure must consider the local cultural, ethnic and religious context as well as follow the corresponding judicial and ethical norms.

· The victims’ families and communities must be considered a central and fundamental part of the investigative process, before, during and after the process itself. It is advisable to inform them as early as possible in this process of the real possibilities –of, e.g. finding and identifying the bodies– so as not to create false expectations.

· In order to guarantee the openness of the investigation and inspire confidence in the family members, independent specialists should be present and participate in all these cases, especially in those in which the State is responsible for what happened.
· Stages of Investigation
· Preliminary investigation: recovery and analysis of oral and written sources: come up with an hypothesis

· Archaeological recovery of the body and associated evidence: analysis and interpretation of the discoveries.

· Laboratory analysis: identification and determination of the cause of death.
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Preliminary Investigation  (Historical and physical data)
Written sources

· Legal report to a government, an NGO, etc.

· Police and military reports.

· Autopsy reports.

· Fingerprint, photographic, and death records.

· The press.

· The academic world.
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Oral sources

· Interviews with family members, witnesses, friends, fellow activists, dentists, physicians, those who committed the crimes.
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Example Case: Ethiopia: political context
· Government of Cnel. Mengistu Haile Marian (1974-1991).

· May 1991: FDRE and others overthrow Mengistu.

· Creation of the Special Prosecutor Office (SPO).

· New constitution: 1994

· EAAFs investigations: 1993, 1994, 1996, 2002. 
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How does a NGO implement these tactics? Prior steps
· Diagnostic of the situation: political, legal and religious context.

· Expectations of the victims, families, and communities.

· Human and financial resources.
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Possible allies in the tactical implementation
· Judges, district attorneys, lawyers.

· Forensic scientists, criminalistics.

· Religious and community leaders.

· Political parties.

· Educational system.

· Embassies.

· Local and international NGOs.

· American States Organization/United Nations.
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Within a NGO

· Determine what tasks they can do with their own personnel and what tasks outside operatives are needed for. e.g.: the prior investigation can be carried out on some levels by people in the NGO, but to process the information collected, a computer expert is needed.
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External specialists who can collaborate in the process

· Computer experts

· Lawyers

· Psychologists

· Forensic scientists

· Forensic and social anthropologists

· Social workers
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Ways to implement the tactic

· Informative workshops for training and reflection within the NGO.

· Activities bringing together the “two parts”: 1) family members, victims and communities; 2) judicial system, authorities, academics, etc.

· Make the problem being worked on part of the primary and secondary educational system. 

· Look for non-traditional allies in the civilian society.

· Texts and videos in different languages and with different levels of complexity.

· Through art (theater, film, dance, painting, literature, etc.) 
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Challenges for the NGO

· To penetrate sectors of society that are still reluctant to accept the topic of human rights.

· To see that the wishes of the family members and the victims are truly met. 

· To make sure that the isolated communities in which human rights violations usually occur have a voice and a presence in the national and international contexts. 

· To assure the sustainability of the forensic exploration of evidence.

· To attract financial sources. 
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