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MAKING A DIFFERENCE: A COMPILATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION SUCCESS STORIES

The Asia-Pacific Regional Resource Center for Human Rights Education (ARRC) believes that people learn from experiences, from the successes and mistakes of others. For human rights educators, the experiences of other educators likely inspires them to continue their task on human rights and sustainable development. Experience enlightens people and gives them ideas on how to create better initiatives. This is the aim of the project, Making A Difference: A Compilation of Human Rights Education Success Stories.

The project started June 2002, it was a compilation of human rights education success stories contributed by human rights educators, activists, and grassroots people in the Asia-Pacific region. The compilation covers stories about children, development education, women empowerment, indigenous peoples, and local laws. It covers formal and non-formal education experiences. 

Various target groups have been identified that this study would be useful and beneficial. The NGO’s in their continued pursuit of indicators to appraise their work in the non formal education. Government institutions that the study would serve as a tool that human rights education thus makes a difference to civil society. Funding institutions, there is a donor fatigue in supporting human rights education trainings. Stories in the field how human rights education brings about change and impact to the lives of ordinary people will surely affirm and for funding partners to provide more support to strengthen human rights education initiatives in the region. Marginalized, disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, by knowing stories and understanding how people were able to make a difference are an encouragement for them- if others can do it they can do it as well. The study would boost efforts to all fronts in sustenance of human rights education in all arenas of initiative.  

The experiences of many NGO’s on human rights education initiatives and methodologies are largely unwritten. The richness of the experiences is not well documented. For decades, many groups in Asia and the Pacific have been implementing human rights education programs at the grassroots level. There are many cases of successful implementation of programs but not many people know about them outside their own community or country. Information on these cases can not only inspire other groups into doing human rights education, but also provide models to be followed.

ARRC feels that now is the time to compile success stories from the region. Attacks, war, retaliation, hatred, poverty, cynicism and unrest, these are just few words that describes headlines in the media. All the more we believed that success stories of human rights education in the field would serve beyond hope for a better future, it would serve as an instrument of action towards a culture of peace and human rights for all.  

The compilation document experiences, reflections, histories convictions of people that have developed whilst working as human rights education advocates in the Asia and the Pacific region. 

Objectives

A. To create a database of information on-the-ground experiences on human rights education that are considered successful.
B. To disseminate the information gathered to as many groups as possible through various means (print, storytelling, electronic media etc).

C. To analyze the stories to find out common elements or trends that contributes to the success of the programs. 
	Objectives:
	Outcome

	1. To create a database of information on-the-ground experiences on human rights education that are considered successful.

	· 40 stories in one year project implementation, 3 stories/month

· Compiled 19 considered successful stories for the first volume

	2. To disseminate the information gathered to as many groups as possible through various means (print, storytelling, electronic media etc).


	· Quarterly journal 1,000 copies/issue

· 1 Book publication 1,000 copies English

· the book was translated into two languages, Thai and Burmese 1,000 copies each languages

· Stories can be read and free to be downloaded at the ARRC website www.arrc-hre.com

	3. To analyze the stories to find out common elements or trends that contributes to the success of the programs. 

	· Stories were part of the research study report titled, A Study on Participatory Methodology of Human Rights Education Methodologies in the Asia-Pacific


The project has moved strategy of ARRC to cooperate and agreed with the United Nations Office of the High Commission for Human Rights (OHCHR) to conduct a research study on participatory methodologies in human rights education.  From the third objective of the project it permeates another important initiative of ARRC to complement its overall program strategy. The OHCHR has funded the project for the amount of USD 15,000 a modest amount for ARRC to initiate another significant undertaking in the region. 

These stories of successful human rights education is truly inspiring both for the human rights educators and the people who are struggling to realize their rights, the marginalized more specifically. The project has helped individuals and others in the Asia – Pacific region where the circulation is been targeted and primarily distributed to share their experiences and practices. The initiative taken by individuals and communities has been found to be very enriching, motivating and informative. 

Below were some of the feedback we received from the different stake holder of the project:
People are happy to share their stories
“It feels good to interview people about their stories of empowerment in human rights education it lifts you up as a human rights educator” – Ruki Fernando, HRE Trainer, Sri Lanka”.
Feedback received on the journal has been positive and stated to be a very new and bold one and in which seen as timely and relevant. 

Professor Zhang Hongyi and Ms. Wang Yanling from China have been teaching in the Beijing Normal University and have shared their experience of human rights education with children in the schools.  Prof. Zhang Hongyi wrote, “I appreciate your wise decision for making HRE Success Story.  

Many individuals have taken interest and have inquired about sharing their experiences also and have show keen interest in contributing to this project by sharing their HRE experiences.

“As a primary school teacher, I witness the great improvement of human rights in primary school education. The concept of human rights has been introduced into class and such ideas as show respect for children, having students play the leading role, have gone deep into people’s minds. Here I would like to take this opportunity to share with you my personal experience in my teaching work. --- Ms. Wang Yanling Teacher, Beijing Normal University.

“When Ken Merjah, a 45 year old woman stands up in front of the community to articulate her point and encouraged her village to act in their problems then perhaps it is positive. While before she was just a silent observer, now she is speaking up. This will slowly spread and more will stand up and speak” Jerald Joseph Community Organizer, Malaysia.
Other favorable feedbacks we received:

Compiling stories of successful human rights education is not, however, meant to simply prove that human rights education makes a difference, Rather it is meant to provide people the chance to step back and assess how far they have gone attaining the goals of human rights education. The stories by themselves are not complete. They indicate what steps to take next.”- Jefferson Plantilla, Researcher, HURIGHTS OSAKA (Japan).

Women usually talked about their own experiences and, breaking their own silences.” Women’s Stories of Success, Failures and Inhuman wrongs—Teresita V. Barrameda, Women’s Desk, Philippine Educational Theater Association (PETA).

Efforts made by ARRC to promote the awareness about this initiative in the Asia-Pacific region and also other region, has not only brought about inquiries by individuals, organizations who would like to know more about ARRC and its activities.  

Future of the Project

As a new and innovative project in the region. We were of course also confronted by challenges and difficulties.

Pre implementation
Firstly, how do we define success stories? There is a common understanding that success is relative. A success story of human rights education for us is the attainment of basic human rights of people from a deprivation of needs to live in human dignity. We begin on the philosophy and understanding of the definition of human rights education--- HRE is participative process which contains deliberately designed sets of learning activities using human rights knowledge, values, and skills as content aimed at the general public to enable them to understand their experiences and take control of their lives. This is a definition from the ARRC Human Rights Education Pack, 1st edition.

Resources would always be a problem in initiating any projects. We wrote a funding proposal to funding institutions. Fortunately, DANIDA a Danish Funding agency believed and supported the project for two years.

During implementation

The work begun by identifying a key person in our secretariat office of who will be in charge of the project. The secretariat staff identified criteria and gave instructions to our network on how to submit an article.

ARRC’s counterpart to the project was its vast network of human resources/ HRE practitioners in the region. It has its listserv membership of more than a thousand. Therefore, a call for stories wasn’t a problem at the start. Stories in different languages were resolved by requesting our network partner trainer in each country to translate it to us for free. Though this took us a lot of time. Therefore we thought of a budget for translation should also be considered next time. 

Many promises to submit stories, however very few can fulfill deadlines for submission of stories. Persistence and motivations on making follow-up with the contributors are essential to obtain stories in the field.  The secretariat strategizes on how best to improve the project implementation.  We did not wait for stories to come to us. We believed that we also needed to be proactive in obtaining stories in the field. Thus, reading literatures in human rights education initiatives, reviewing database in our HRE directory, reading newsletters, newspapers, and identifying key people in the region to be interviewed were part of the strategies that we also included in our plan. Another added value in the project is to ensure a regular staff meeting to agree on a thematic success stories to be featured in the journal.

Human rights education will be unfairly judged if the yardstick is only the number of the people involved, or the amount of materials produced, or the issues covered. Education is a process that cannot be gauged by such standard of measurement. It is judged by the impact that it makes on the people.
One major difficulty we encountered were loads of submitted articles in the office that only talks about organizational profile of the organizations. But it did not reflect any impact on the lives of their beneficiaries yet. The difficulty was how to turn down stories and articles that doesn’t fall the criteria.  The approached was two pronged—one, is to request a researcher in that country to explore possibility to interview people were these organizations implemented human rights education initiatives. Second, we send out a questionnaire to the sender on how they may be able to interview one of their beneficiaries so the outcome of the questionnaire will be able to possibly be featured as a story to the compilation of success stories in the field.

The project has a slight changes because we were only thinking of having it produced as a book compilation however, we thought it best that stories we obtain are shared with everyone without delay. Hence, a journal cum-newsletter a quarterly publication was produced. We have not abandoned the idea of a book copy though. After a year of compilation we release the first volume of the Making a Difference. 

Post implementation

We still continue to collect stories for our second volume of collection which will be soon published early next year. The most important contribution of the project in the overall program of ARRC is the fact that it was one of the major publications that has been very useful in putting together an analytical report based on the success stories collected. The result is in another publication titled, A Study on Participatory Methodology of Human Rights Education Methodologies in the Asia-Pacific that will be launch on December 10, 2004 in support of the World Programme for Human Rights Education 2005-. Without which these research study will not be able become a reality.

Moreover, Amnesty International in its recent human rights education strategic meeting and planning in London September 16-18, 2004 recognize the importance of collecting success stories in their sections and will encourage section members to write their stories of successes in human rights education. 

Recommendations:

1. Success stories in human rights education needs to have its purpose. It should serve purpose to the following level: personal and basic level of fulfillment as human rights educators, practitioners, and advocate. It should expressed at a relational level – people to be converted to practice human rights education e.g. civil servants, government policy makers, UN institutions. On top of it all, the collective level---marginalized, disadvantaged and vulnerable groups.

2. Collection of success stories need not always be organizational in nature. Any individuals can always collect story for story telling, module or curriculum making for human rights/human rights education advocacy work.

3. If an organization feels the need to initiate a project the same. The following are to be considered: key person who will be in charge of the collection; planning and strategy; translations of the stories in major languages; creativity, resourcefulness, patience and persistence are virtues to be exercised.

4. Offer awards, certificates, and modest cash incentives to encourage more people to tell their stories.
5. Institutional and Resource Commitments from the different structures. Needing continuing work and investment of resources.

6. Conduct a more comprehensive and in-depth study using interdisciplinary approaches.

7. Develop more tools in assessing impact effectiveness and efficiency of HRE work with the disadvantage, marginalized and vulnerable groups.

8. Invest in developing and supporting human rights educators and HRE institutions to increase their effectiveness and widen their reach need for sustained support and training programs for human rights educators.

9. Maximize potentials of HRE in contributing to the attainment of human rights goals-need to be a complementary with other human rights programs.

10. Work in improving policies of governments regarding human rights educator and human rights work.

Through this collection, ARRC continues its mandate of gathering and disseminating information on human rights education experiences in the region. Its work goes on as long as there are stories waiting to be told……
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