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I am honored to speak to you today, and to bring greetings from Undersecretary of State Marc Grossman, whose interest and energy has played an important role in getting this symposium organized and scheduled here in Ankara. This is a gathering of people from around the world who are dedicated to the promotion of human rights for all people. Human rights should be universal, and it is therefore appropriate that this symposium is universal. 
It is also appropriate that this event take place in Turkey. Though this symposium is not about Turkey, Turkey is now deeply engaged in a reform process aimed at rapidly improving its human rights record. Over the past few years, the Government of Turkey has passed an array of laws to combat torture and expand freedom of expression, association, assembly, and religion. Turkey has much to offer in terms of new tactics discovered during its reform process, and there is much interest among Turks in learning from the examples that will be discussed here by participants from around the world. For those of you who are new to Turkey, welcome to this fine city in this remarkable country.

This event has been organized around the idea that human rights activists need to do more than criticize the status quo. If human rights organizations do nothing more than issue condemnatory statements, they will not contribute to progress. Ultimately, they will be ignored. Around the world, governments – police, soldiers, and local authorities in particular – are faced with difficult, often dangerous challenges every day. If they address those challenges with tactics that violate human rights, it is not enough to blindly condemn them. That will not make their task any easier, or less dangerous. Civil society and government must maintain a constant dialogue at all levels. Together, they can develop new tactics that will enable governments to protect their citizens without restricting their freedoms. This is an issue that we Americans have been forced to confront anew in the aftermath of September 11 and the attacks on New York City and Washington, D.C., as well as our military activity in Afghanistan and Iraq. Pursuing a universal approach to human rights means embracing not only all nations, but all elements within nations as well. 

That is what this symposium is about. It is no easy task. It requires a vibrant civil society with the energy and expertise to go beyond tired rhetoric and address seriously the challenges facing society today. It requires a government willing to constantly re-evaluate its approach to problems and its relationship with the public. Most of all, it requires goodwill and trust between government and civil society.

I would like to congratulate the organizers of this event for their efforts, and their vision. I am confident that you will all leave this symposium with new ideas, enabling you to see the problems in your communities in a new light.

Thank you.

